DNA adducts formed by the comutagens harman and norharman in various tissues of mice.
Covalent modifications of DNA in various tissues of mice with harman or norharman were analyzed by 32P-postlabeling assay. Administration of 0.1% harman to mice in their diet for 4 weeks resulted in DNA adducts in the liver and kidney. No specific DNA adduct was detected in other tissues, such as the glandular stomach, large intestine and brain. Similar treatment of mice with norharman resulted in DNA adducts in the kidney, glandular stomach and large intestine, but not in the liver or brain. These results suggests the in vivo genotoxicities of harman and norharman.